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> SS09-2004 voyage track: Voyage track showing 
the three areas sampled off eastern Australia.

The potential of the voyage 

to contribute to Australia’s 

national benefi t:

The eastern Australian longline fi shery 
targets mainly swordfi sh and yellowfi n 
and bigeye tuna. Fishing is usually 
carried out in relation to oceanographic 
features or features of the seabed 
topography, particularly seamounts. 

The fi shery is presently being evaluated 
with respect to its ecological risk and 
ecosystem impacts of this fi shery on 
the oceanic community off eastern 
Australia. As part of that wider study, 
RV Southern Surveyor was used to 
describe the physical habitat and 
primary community characteristics of 
the pelagic ecosystem in which the 
fi shery operates. This voyage focused 
on seamounts with a history of fi shing.

Voyage SS09-2004

Pelagic habitat and community comparisons in the fi shing grounds of the tuna and billfi sh fi shery off eastern Australia.

Dr Jock Young (Chief Scientist) and Dr Alistair Hobday, CSIRO  
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