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Quantifying Tuna Prey Resources off Eastern Australia in Relation to the Regional Oceanography

Dr Jock Young (Chief Scientist) '

As a result of this voyage:

1. We have a better understanding
of winter acoustic backscatter of
the Tasman and Coral Seas. This
backscatter gives an indication of
the concentration and biomass
of the prey of tuna and billfish
which form the basis of an

important Commonwealth fishery.

The acoustic signal of these
animals was recorded to a depth
of 1000m along the transect.

2. We found acoustic backscatter
in the Coral Sea similar to the
relatively more productive
waters of the Tasman Sea.

3. On route to Hobart, the bathymetry
of the Taupo Seamount was
mapped and the continent slope
off eastern Tasmania using the
on-board swath mapper.

Itinerary

Departed Noumea 08:00,
Thursday 30 July 2009

Arrived Hobart, 06:00,
Friday 7 August 2009

" Note: Rudy Kloser was instrumental in planning this voyage but was not on board.
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