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In 2001, the IPCC’s Third Assessment
Report showed substantial increases in
the collective confidence concerning
the reality of human-caused climate
warming. In response, leading
governments, technologists, and
scientists have begun to focus their
attention on this this problem more
seriously, the most notable exceptions
being the USA and Australia. However,
virtually no countries have yet made
even a significant dent toward dealing
with the real magnitude of this
fundamentally global problem that now

confronts us all.

Most of the observed global warming
over the 20th century has been
attributed to increased atmospheric
concentrations of CO2 and other
greenhouse gases. Further warming,
however, will continue to lag behind
these increased greenhouse

gas concentrations by decades to
centuries. This is due to the delayed
warming, being caused by the

very high heat capacity of the global
ocean, for decades to centuries. In
effect, we are on a trajectory to pass

many of the major consequences

of our global inaction to multiple

generations, yet unborn.

Collectively, these and other
mega-challenges have already
virtually guaranteed what | have
called “THE GLOBAL WARMING
DILEMMA”. This dilemma contains
multiple challenges that lie well
beyond improving our understanding
of climate science and potential new
energy technologies. These daunting
challenges are inevitably accompanied
by a number of global-scale “values
conflicts” that have yet barely
touched the collective consciousness

of earth’s current living generations.

These values conflicts, and their
profound implications, will be
highlighted in the talk.
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